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Key Takeaways 
1. Mobile Driver’s License (mDL) adoption rate is higher than you’re expecting

2. mDL Changes the paradigm for accuracy and privacy; it challenges the reason you 
would think to store personal data (data collection limitation)

3. mDL makes multi-channel service delivery possible for age and ID use cases

4. There are as many intangible benefits of starting now to accept mDL as there is ROI 
down the road when mDL is the default ID interaction

5. Resources are available to help you get started now
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The mDL Standard has Arrived
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As of End of Q1 2026
• 22+ Production Issuers,
• 7.51% of cardholders across those 

states now carry mDL
• 8.1M mDL Holders
• 2.8% Growth YOY
• 3 New Issuers per Quarter
• Accepted at 275+ Airports for 

Domestic Travel

Source: AAMVA, American Association of Motor Vehicle Administrators



Cryptographic Proof Replaces Guesswork
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In-Person Paradigm Shift for ID✅

The Analog-to-Digital Era The Fully Digital mDL Era

Verification Method
Subjective Eyeball Check (errors); 
Expensive doc training or equipment

 Objective cryptographic (definitive) ✅
proof

Transaction Speed
Manual handling; Time to look at 
face; Typing or scanning extra data

 Instant tap/scan & go digital transfer ✅
(parallel processing by user)

Data Accuracy
Keystroke errors; Photo substitution; 
Inattentive visual check

 Flawless, authentic, verified data ✅
transfer directly from the user 

Privacy & Exposure
Do you store images? Or store and 
rely on inaccurate data?

 ✅ Selective disclosure; No 3rd Party 
validation databases or data sharing
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Internet & App Paradigm Shift for ID✅

The Analog-to-Digital Era The Fully Digital mDL Era

Checking ID Doc
Users must find ID, hold steady, 
upload, retry if rejected; Low accuracy

 Single-click consent UX – app to app✅

Transaction Speed
High dropoff - users don’t finish; 
Paying 3rd party API for data quality

 Definitive authenticity; Reject synthetic✅

Data Accuracy
Synthetic docs & identity; Masks or AI-
gen; Poor image quality means low 
security thresholds; OCR problems

 Digital accuracy; Lower cost✅

Human : Doc 
Match

Camera stream rerouting; Switch to 
app via SMS; Poor cropped images

 Match to authoritative (signed) image✅

Privacy & 
Exposure

Liability of stored images; Store and 
rely on inaccurate data;

 ✅ Don’t store; Simply recheck as needed

Source: Ripping IDs Should Go the Way of CDs…

https://medium.com/@dkelts.id/ripping-ids-should-go-the-way-of-cds-49fec9206492


Why Merchants Did Pilots…
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http://www.mdlconnection.com 

http://www.mdlconnection.com/
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Summary & Key Takeaways 
1. Start now and learn as you solve your more complex identity challenges

2. Partner with your DMV and Technology Providers, Run events and trials to learn

3. Message your customers about Improving Service and Their Privacy

4. Investigate mDL Connection, Better Identity Coalition
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Thank you
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• Don’t forget to submit your session evaluation!

• David Kelts, Decipher.ID, Digital Identity

• david@decipher.id

www.mdlconnection.co
m
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